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tion in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy
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League of Women Voters Celebrates 90th Anniversary

The League ofsociation met to formor after attending ong
Women Voters isthe League of Womemf our events. What Calendar
celebrating its 90thvoters.  While ini-we hear consistently
birthday in  2010.tially concerned withi s : A An i % glr‘dlﬁegti%n]ét A gl h t
Known widely for ourthe status and rightme to the League andvater District
voter education efof women, the Leaguqahe_ wonderful peo_pleAIDriI IR
forts, our non of Women Votersin it keep me cominggast County Membership
partisan, governmengradually expanded a c k. 0O Brunch
watchdog group hads interests to include (see flyer)
been an institution inssues affecting thdhe League ofmay & 8:30 a.m.
East San Diegovhole community.Women Voters o1f%#nty Biennial Conven-
County for decades. Today, the Leagudast San DiegOsee fiyer in County
works to effectCounty will be host{VOTER)
This year we celebratehange on a wide vaing a Brunch on Apri May 2@ 9:00 a.m
our milestone annitiety of issues includ-17th from 10:30 a.m.Brunch o
versary in severalng health care, eduto 12:30 p.m. at th%ﬁ?ﬁ%”ﬂﬁ?cé%ﬁ?aec%is
ways, but most imporcation, climateRancho San Dlegomt Changellor Cigndy
tantly, we will be do-change, land use, andbrary. We welcome Miles and Pros and Cons
ing what we alwayselection and campaiganyone who is inter-at Helix Water District
do: discussing thdinance reform. ested in finding out
important issues, ask- more about our local
ing the difficult ques-With volunteers or-league. See the flyer.
tions and demandinganized into 850
accountability fromchapters across the
our local government.country, membership
in the League is open
In 1920, after a 72to men and women of
year struggle, andill ages. We have
when passage of thmembers who have
19th amendment apbeen League activists
peared to be immifor over 50 years and
nent, members of thenembers who have
National Americanjust joined inspired
Woman Suffrage Asby a particular issue
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March Unit Meeting on the Fire Protection Study

Nan Valerio of the County ILO Firemitted its Resolution on Regional Firprotection. There are six Indian Reser-
Protection Study Committee was thHerotection for consideration. The Reseations with their own fire departments

speaker at the East San Diego Couhtftion read: and several military fire departments on
League of Women Voters March Unit , ) military property. There is no county
Meeting. 1) Support a county regional fire protegre gepartment as exists in three other

tion and emergency medical system; gqthern California counties. In 2008,

The purpose of the Study is to establish ;

a cofl)nty?/vide Position on);ire protectiorf) SUpPort a sustainable source of furfge County formed a County Fire Au-

and related issues in order that our futdpd for prevention and suppression gority (CSA 135) to unify the adminis-
- trative support, communications and

; fires;
advocacy may address the wide range&f training of 15 rural fire agencies

concerns involved, including not onlgy |ncrease cooperation among city aeventually) and approved $15.5 million
fire safety, but also fire service organizgpincorporated fire services as may ap-year in funding. Initially it included

tion, funding, and citizen education. Thg,. 5nq seven volunteer fire agencies, which
Committee has assumed that the preser- maintain their own command. The

vation of our c 0 Wh BExpand mudual vaéirfieeeprotecﬁog}guxtf Fire Authority does not provide

tems is an underlying, but equallly irTagreements. command of fire departments in time of
portant concern. No other Cahform;ig

League has undertaken such a study Df Cpnvention adopted the Re.s.OIUtidM'ldflres and fire storms.

date. Determining manageable paranié©Wing thz dSefeatD(_)f Pro([::)osmon IfRecommendaticn Consolidate fire pro-
ters was a concern and the Commitfele ProPOS€d >an |eg% ozunty t&ction both regionally and structurally
members elected to focus the report ﬁrwcesL Tax, in N(()jvem e(rj ?108’ e order to create unified programs
the fAback count ry¢ountyleague voted to study the qQUeseich integrate fire services in the unin-

tion of the need for a countyide fire
o o - _corporated areas of the County.
The 1970 wildfire burned 175,000 acredistrict and present additional study fmg- P y

destroyed 381 homes, and causedings and recommendations at the 20EMding There is a lack of designated

deaths. The 2003 fire burned 280,0®unty Convention. funding for a county fire department or
acres, destroyed 2,232 homes, aﬁP d . . d hconsolidated agency.
caused 14 deaths. The 2007 fires bur Study Committee reviewed the

368,626 acres, destroyed 1,621 hom@&ny issues regarding wildfires, some li_JAFCO reports detail the financial re-
and caused 7 deaths. During the oRfeater depth than other.s. The Comm;t_fictions on the County to raise taxes or
fires about half a million residentgee, concluded t_he core issues of orgameve existing tax funds to a county fire
evacuated to public and private Sheltez@pon and funding of fire districts in thdepartment._ Under Prop 13 (1978), a
in the largest civilian evacuation in thhincorporated county should be ti3rds vote is needed to approve a tax to

nationds history. mairBfacgsi. nT?esrgpgrg sety ﬁtLij ad, @pisplidated fire services in the
closed, farm animals and pets welameters, identifies certain issues of t@®unty. Prop 172 (1993) provided state
' makes findings regarding theseles tax funds to local jurisdictions with

moved to public parks, and n@ssential _study,

public services were suspended involgsues, and proposes recommendatiovtich to fund public safety and fire

ing the entire county in one way or alf]Qr action and advocacy. fighting services. Under a Board of Su-

other. . ) pervisors policy, all these funds are di-
Finding and Recommendatians vided among the Sheriff, District Attor-

These fires brought an acute awarenggsding There is a need for a county fif@8y. and Probation Departments. The
of the matter of organization and coorm?nem or an improved consolidaté@unty funds CSA 135 and other fire
nation of t-ﬁgletingcagen-lade,ycp_ s fire related expenses from the General Fund.
cies. A number of aftefire studies and The County has commissioned a De-
reports detailed the firefighting efforts ofFhere are more than 55 firefighting diployment Study, due early summer
more than 50 different agencies in tiiécts, departments, and services, incl@B10, which may detail funding sources
County, their successes and shortcoimg one federal fire department (US Fdior consolidating fire protection services
ings. The question was asked, why dst Service) and one state fire agency i . )

there no Countide fire agency over{CAL FIRE), which have the primaryReécommendatian Designate dedicated
seeing these efforts? responsibility of fighting wildfires in@nd stable revenue sources to fund nec-
~ rural San Diego County. In addition, 1@8sary fire protection services.

At the June 2008 County Conventioncities, 29 fire protection agencies, a

the East San Diego County League SyRe water districts, also provide fir

geontinued next page)
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March Unit Meeting on the Fire Protection Study (continued)

Finding Smaller cities in the County arBecommendatian Maintain the presenfinding Continued development and pro-

merging fire services.

Since this study began, three East CouFRinding

. - ,_oc
Fire-safe building construction

system of both paid and volunteer staffingnotion of educational programs should

cur.

cities (La Mesa, Lemon Grove and Eihd property maintenance in fire dangéducation of the public as to its own safety

Cajon) have voted to consolidate the coareas are of major importance.

mand of their fire departments. Other cit-
ies are discussing merging some or all of
their fire services. The San Miguel Fire
District has formed from smaller volunteer
fire districts.

Recommendatian Encourage the merger
of fire departments where feasible and
support smaller jurisdictions in contracting
for fire services.

Finding Rural fire protection services are

begins before a fire. All agencies have
educational programs on safety in the
home and disaster preparedness. There is
web-based and print information on a
number of governmental sites and the Red
Cross website.

Recommendatian Promote citizen/
homeowner firesafe education programs

and encourage understanding and protec-
tion of the countyobs

Finding Expand enrollment in the Re-

well-served by the use of paid and VOI“E‘xperience in the 2003 and 2007 fir¥erse 911 System.

teer fire fighters.

storms showed that property in rural argd8ring the 2007 fire, half a million per-

Six volunteer fire agencies, two fire pr@nd in cities and suburban developmegts,s were ordered to evacuate. This was
tection districts, and seven County Servig@d & better chance of surviving the fifeh ¢ f j y st wi despread
Agencies in the rural county have agre¥(fen the structures were builttofisafe g 1 1 9 syst e m. Yet son
to consolidate. In the consolidation, corft@ndards and landscaping was propgil¢eive the message via the Reverse 911

mand is now exercised by a paid staff sypaintained.

500 volunteers now serve in rural firgiqated standards for fisafe develop-Recommendatian

fighting. ments.

system because they had only cell or other
plemented by trained volunteers. AbORL o mmendatian Enforce rules and conPhones, not landines.

Suppor

t res

phone registration in the Reverse 911 sys-

tem.

CALL
URT & JOANNA KENDAL
Centuy )

Award

"MAKE THE KENDALL FAMILY YOUR HOME TEAMI”
619 449-6321 www.KendallHomeTeam.com

Each office Is independently owned and operated

The Kendalls will donate $300 to the League at|th
close of escrow (buyers and sellers). Call for fur-
ther information.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

A national group of LWV members called Health Care Refoim 4

US (HCR4US) have formulated the resolution below and wi
sending it to all League presidents throughout the United §
for endorsement prior to the LWVUS Convention.

Resolution Language:
Whereas, the League of Women Voters of the United States
lieves quality health care at an affordable cost should be avai
to all U.S. residents; and

| be
btates

he-
able

Whereas the current and proposed systems benefit the healt

in-

surance industry and do not achieve the League goals of affofda-

bility and access to everyone; and
Whereas an improved Medicare for All, or publicly funded an

privately delivered national health care plan, is consistent with this

goal;

Therefore, be it resolved, we, the representatives of local and
Leagues assembled at the 2010 LWVUS Convention, call up
the LWVUS Board to advocate strongly for bills that legislate
improved Medicare for All.

A California contact:League member Barbara Barker
barbarabk@sbcglobal.net

state
DN
for




