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October Unit Meeting report on Voices for Children

by Elana Levens  -Craig,

The East County League 2) shorten the time
unit meeting was held on children spend in the
Thursday, October 15. system and prevent
The topic was Court Ap- their return,

pointed Special Advo-

cates (CASAs) through 3) review all cases
Voices for Children. The that enter the Juve-
following is information nile Dependency
on the program. Court system and

intervene earlier,
Voices for Children is a
nonprofit organization 4)
whose goal is to ensure
that abused, neglected
and abandoned children
who have become de-
pendents of the San
Diego County Court will
have a safe and perma-
nent home. Voices for
Children works with key
agencies, legal counsel 6)
and community re-
sources to identify and
protect the best interests
of each child inside and
outside of court. They
do this by training and CASAs go through a 40-

expand their capac-
ity as a
agency for children,

5) maintain adequate
resources to serve
the children of San
Diego County, and

compile detailed
information  about
the health and well-
being of foster chil-
dren.

educating Court Ap- hour intensive training
pointed Special Advo- session over a one
cates (CASAs) to work month period. A com-

on behalf of the children. mitment of 15 hours per
month is requested in
It is the ultimate goal of Order to adequately get

Voices for Children, San t© know the child and

Di egoods onl yhelE asgegific, needs.
gram, to: Each CASA 'is also

paired with a program
supervisor who can be
there to give guidance
and support. An 18-
month commitment is
requested of all volun-
teers in order to ade-

1) provide a CASA to
every child in San
Diego County who
needs one,

quately serve the child
and affect a change.
Voices for Children also
welcomes your financial
donations, as recruit-
ment, training and su-
pervision for one CASA
costs approximately
$1980.

If you are interested in
becoming an advocate,
fhevrext piprepafign ses-
sion is on Wednesday,
November 4, 2009 at
5:30 p.m. Voices for
Children also hosts im-
pact panels where cur-
rent and former foster
youth speak about the
benefits of having a
CASA. The next panel
will be on Tuesday, No-
vember 17, 2009 at 6:00
p.m. If you are inter-
ested in attending this
panel or an info session,
or having a speaker

come to your local
group, please contact
Susan Smith at

susans@voices4children
.com or call (858) 598-
2235. If you would like
to make a monetary do-
nation, you may do so
online or you can send
your donation to Voices
for Children, 2851
Meadow Lark Dr., San
Diego, 92123. For more
info visit their website
www.speakupnow.org.

Calendar

Nov 129 5:00 pm
Board Meeting @ Helix
Water District (note date
change)

Nov 198 5:00 pm Unit
Meeting at the Helix Wa-
ter District (See page 3)

Nov 258 7 to 9 pm
AAUW Health Care
Meeting at Grossmont
Health Care District
Auditorium

(See page 3)

HAPPY THANKS-
GIVING

REMINDER

If you have not paid
your dues for this
year, this will be
your last VOTER.

Please support the
League and write
your check today. If
you did not get an
invoice, use the
form on the back of
this newsletter or
contact our Mem-
bership Chair, Joan
Eisenhower at
joanyz@yahoo.com.
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Education Report

Every September test scores are
released by both the State and Fed-
eral Offices of Education. The Aca-
demic Performance Index (API) is
the statebs way
based on how students score on
California Standards tests in English,
science, math and social studies.
The State Board of Education has
set the performance target at 800
(with a range from 200 to 1,000).

The federal guideline is the Ade-

by Elana Levens

-Craig

guate Yearly Progress (AYP) goals st at e 6 s
established by the 2001 No Child Schools must meet all criteria to
Left Behind Act (NCLB). NCLB is a achieve their AYP.

way to hold schools accountable for .

@adademica ragresg.  Schoaiscniust dMembers of the public can check
meet benchmarks among various AP! scores and whether AYP goals
subgroups such as non-native Eng- were met on the California Depart-

lish-speaking, low-income, and spe- Ment of Education website
cial-education students. Four spe- (Cde.ca.gov). Results are typically

cific areas are measured: gradua- POSted in September of each year.
tion rates, participation on statewide
tests, proficiency in language arts
and math, and performance in the

Below is a chart for the school dis-
tricts in East County.

APId 2008 APId 2009 AYP MET?
Grossmont Union High 713 731 No REPORT CARD
. . GRADING PERIOD 1 2 & 4
School District A
Santee Elementary District 843 855 Yes é
SCIENCE/HEALTH Pj
Cajon Valley District 770 789 No e B
MUSIC A
La Mesa-Spring Valley 787 801 No
Alpine School District 836 857 Yes
Jamul/Dulzura Union Ele- 786 803 Yes
mentary District
Lakeside Union Elemen- 800 804 No
tary District

Health Care Quoteby Olive Ball

Award

CALL
URT & JOANNA KENDALL

“MAKE THE KENDALL FAMILY YOUR HOME TEAM!I"
619 449-6321 www.KendallHomeTeam.com

Dr. John Geyman, professor emeritus of family medicine at
the University of Washington School of Medicine in Seattle,
and past president of Physicians for a National Health Pro-
gram wrote in the Huffington Post:

AAmericans are dying at a
and hour, 120 a day, 45,000 a yéamot from war or natural
disaster, but from lack of health insurance. We can prevent
another 45,000 Americans from dying next year. An effegtive

Each office Is independently owned and operated

cure to the health care crisis is within our reach, and it liep
within a singlepayer, Medicarefor-All plan. By cutting out

private insurance companies, we would not only save taxpay-

The Kendalls will donate $300 to the League at the
close of escrow (buyers and sellers). Call for further
information.

ers billions, but deliver quality care to everyone. We shou
not have to wait another

Id
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American Association of University Women meeting on Health Care
Positions

The American Association of University Women (AAUW) will hold a meeting on November 25 from 7 to 9 pm at the
Grossmont Health Care District Auditorium at 9001 Wakarusa Avenue in La Mesa. The subject will be the State AAUW
position on health care.

The AAUWO6s State Public Policy Committee has supportive g
The local AAUW has supported four state Senate bills; Health Care Coverage for Children, Health Care Coverage Pric-
ing, Health Care for State residents, and Single Payer Health Care Coverage.

J. B. Fenix, MPH, CaPA Fellow 2009-2010, MD Degree Candidate 2010, will speak about all the health care issues
which are being considered on both the state and national level.

If the federal government rejects funding for these pieces of legislation, the state could very well enact them on its own.
J. B. Feni x will explain and answer any and al/l qguestions.
to be an exciting meeting. If you need more information, contact Jeanne Kintzele at 442-1594.
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LWVC Regional Training Workshop by Marietta Lassaline

A State League regional training workshop was held October 3 in Encinitas. Jenny Waggoner, the LWVC Communi-
cations Director explained how much information is available on the two LWVC websites, www.lwvc and
www.lwvc.org/lwvonly. She gave examples of how the League uses Facebook, YouTube and Twitter to reach the
community.

Xandra Kaydon, LWVC 2nd VPi Advocacy, presented a PowerPoint on Constitutional Reform. The LWVC goal is to
use this opportunity to engage the community in learning about state government, the strengths and weaknesses of
the current situation, and the alternatives being considered. LWVC would like to engage with the major groups seek-
ing change and promote League positions.

The LWVC positions are to rescind the two-thirds vote on budgetary issues and taxes, extend term limits, and to re-
quire campaign finance limits and transparency.

Chris Carson, LWVC OffBoar d Director for redistrictingdihwaue 63 praepem

and what you can do to make it happen. o The passage of Pr
no longer in the hands of the legislature. If you know someone you think would make a good impartial Redistricting
Commi ssioner or would I|like to apply yourself|, you woul d b

process. Applications (online) to become a commissioner will be accepted December 15, 2009 to February 12, 2010
at www.bas.ca.gov/redistricting.

The North Orange Coast League also gave a presentation en

R
your Members. o
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NOVEMBER UNIT MEETING

The California Constitution was written in 1879 at a time of social and economic upheaval. It has been amended 512
times. There is no provision for a citizens convention; the legislature would have to put it on the ballot unless we have
two ballot measures. The first would allow a Citizens Constitutional Convention and set the process, and the second
would call for the Convention. LWV California hopes to work with other groups to forward our objectives: rescind two-
thirds vote on budgetary issues and taxes, extend term limits, and require campaign limits and transparency. Come to
the November 19th unit meeting at 5:00 at the Helix Water District at 7811 University Avenue in La Mesa and we will
discuss these issues with the aid of a Power Point presentation.
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Join LWV where citizens like
you are actively engaged in
effecting change on the local,
and national level

Visit the Leaque online!

National: www.lwv.org
California: www.ca.lwv.org
County: http://sdcilo.ca.lwvnet.org

East County: www.lwvesdc.org
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INTERESTED IN JOINING THE LEAGUE OR MAKING A DONATION?

Please check one or more:

One-Year Individual Membership @$60.

Household (for two members who share an address) @ $85.

Full-Time Student @

$30.

I am unable to join the League at this time but enclose a contribution.
Please send me more information.

Your Name

Address

City, State, Zip

E-Mail address

Phone

Please make check payable to the League of Women Voters and return with this application to the
return address above. (Note: We send only League-related information and do not share our
mailing list.) For more information, call (619) 463-0243.




